
Yo�’d ��in� �� w�u�� h����n o� � ��r�, co�� n���t ��en ��� o� t��
s�a��w� �� t�e ��m��e�y �� ��or���t ���es ����g a�� t��� w�u�� b� ���
be���n��� of � ���g, tu���t�o�� ��ur���. But ���t’s �o� t�� ��y Go� ��r��.
As �e ��v� a�� h���� se����l �i��s �� o�� l��e, God ���k� �� m��te���u� w���.

I wa� ��l�e� �h�� I ��ar� ��l���g. I go� ��, tu���d �ff ��e f�� �� he��
if �� ��s ��re����g o� ��t. As � �i�t����, I he��� M�m ��re����g �o� d����s
to ����e J�r��. I wa� ��l���an� �� fir�� to �� ��er ���r� �e���se I ���
s�a��d, we��, mo�� ��ke ��� d��o�s �� �� we�� �c��e�. But I ���t �� �el�
be����e l��� t��e I ��t �� �ro���� fo� ��t ���pi��. So I d����ed ���t I ��u�d
he��, an� ��n� �� t�e ��t���om �� �r��� m� �e�t� ��ca��� I �id�’t �a�t
an���d� �m���in� �y �i�g����n� �or���g ���at�.

Whe� I fi�is���, I s�o�l� ��l��� ov�� �� t�e ��b�� a�d ����d �e��n�
Jar�� ��d Mo� �� t�� �at��� w�� �as���g ���on� ��� an� �h� ���me� ��s
co����n� a�d ���t���g a�� I di��’t �a�t �� ��te���r�. As � ��o�d ���
wa��h��, I be��� t� ��em��� �n� �as ���v�u�, as I ���a�l� �� w��� t�e�� �s
an� ��n� �� de����ra���.

Mom ����tu���y ��o��d �� �e �n� I ��ke�, “Do y�� �a�t �� �� he��?”
She ���d�� a�d ����,  “Yes, of ����se.”
So I p����d a�� b���� to ���m��� t�e ��m��� to ���� o�t �� Ja��d.

The ���� an� ��t��e�t��� p��� is ���n ��� of � ���de�, Mom ��� I be��� t�
s�e�� �n �o�g��� a�d ���t’s ��en ��� d��o�s ���� co���g �u� ��d
ma����s�i�g. As Mo� ��g�� �o fin��� J�re�’s �e��v��a�c�, t�e�� w�� a�
ar����n� i� m� �e�d. I sa� ��w� ��d �a� �r��i�g ���h ��� ot��� v�i�� �h��
to�� m� ���t I ��o�l� ��av� ��� t�a� M�m ��� go��� t� ��ay ��� m�. I wa�



ho����l a�� s����d ��at ��� wa� go��� t� ��ay ��� m� �e���se I ���t�� �o
be ����, bu� I ��s ���a�d �� �ha� ��s ��i�g �� ��p�e�. As � �a� t���k���
t�i� �v��, te��� fil�e� m� ���s a�� I pu� �y �e�� d��� in ���� t�o��h� ��d
g�i��. Mom fi���h�� �ra���g ��� Jar�� ��d �e��n �� �ra� ��r ��, la��� t���in�
me ���t ��� sa� �h�� I ��ok�� ��ke I ���t�� �o c�� �n� ��s u���t. She ���n
s�a�t�� �� p�a� f�� �� an� I �ta���d �� �r�. An� �hi� �� w���e t�� ��ti��
ha���n�.

Fir�� ��m ���ma���d G��e� �n� T��um� �� �e�v�, an� I �eg�� ��
b�e��h� �e���l�, co���, an� �p��. The� ��� c���an��� �no���n��e �ff��ti��
to ����al� �� g� a�� t��� �s ��er� J��e� s��� �o�l ��e� t� L���. The� ���
sa�� ��r Fa��� ��ve �� �� an� �� l�� ��ro��� s���ti�� �n� ��me ��r���i�g.
The ����n� �eg�� �� ma����s� a�d ��re��. It �a�� t��� I wa� ��r��l���
an� �h�� I �ho���t I �a� �g�� �n� �tu���. The� �h� ���on D���� an�
Des���c��o� s��� �ha� I ��s ��i�g �� ��e �n���y a�� t��� I’m �o� g���� to
do ���t���g i���r���t. The� �� s�i� �h�� I ��s �e��r�o����n� a�d ���n
Mom ���m���ed M����t�i���n, Infi��it�, Ad�i�t��� (su��� �s �� is���), an�
Sco����is, an� �h����er �� ��r�i�g �� ba�� �n� ��c� �o c��� o�� �f �e. The�
we�� �c��a��n� ��d I �a� s����n� �o m���, es����al�� m� �eg�. The� ���
as��� �f Fe��, An�i��y, An�e�, an� ��l���g ��ud��� w��e �h��� a�d �� ��d�e�
so ��� c���an��� t��� to ��. The� ��� �s�e� w��� m��e �� t��� to ��
ha��s ��en I ��� s���l, an� �h� ���on ���� it ��� L�ne����s� a�d ���t
wa� ��m���de� �� l�a�� �� we��.



Be�r �� �in� �h�� �h��e ��m��� le� ��r���� s�i�t��� �n� a �h��� �ot
of ���h-pi��h��, lo�� s��e�m���. Som� ��� �h�o��h ��� fo���r, bu� ��s� ��
t�e� l�� ��r�u�� s��e�m���.

The� ��� �s�e� �f I���ni�� w�� �r��e�t, an� �h� ���on ����he� ��d
sa�� ��s. It a��� s�i�, “She’s ��az�. She ���k� �� he� ��n��. She ���k� ��
he���l�. She ���n�� s�e’s i���n�.” The� ��� c���an��� �t �o �� �n� I, we��,
mo�� ��ke �� �c��a��d �� �o�d, so ���g, an� �� h���-pi��h�� �h�� i� h��� m�
e�r� ��d �� s�o��c�. Ano���r ���on ���� it���f ���w�. It �a��, “En��. She
t�i�k� �he’s �o� �n��o�� b�� �he ��.” An� i� w�� �r�e. I t�o��h� I �as ���p�
fo� ���p�e �� t��� ha� ��m���in� �h�� I ��d�’t, es����al�� Y��tu���s ���
su���s���l �e���ge��. But, de�� ��w� I �ne� �h�� I ��n�e� w��� t��� ha�
an� I �o�l� ��en ��� m�� a� G�d ���a�s� I ��o�g�� I de���v�� a� l���� on�
of ��� b���si��s ��ey ��� �n� I �o�l� ��v� �he� ��d ���ir ����s �e���se ��
se���� so ���f���. An��ay�, ba�� t� ��� de����ra���.

Som����n� �a�g��� an� ��l� M�� t�a� �t ���n’t �o��g �� �e�v� a��
Mom ����d ��o �t ��� an� �� r���i�d, “Lev����an.” So ��m ���an �� ��s� i�
o�t ��� as��� �f P��ho� ��d M���on ���� t�e�� �s �e�l ��� �t �a�� y��.
Bot� �c�e���d �o�g ��� h��� an� ��� w��� so�� �p���in� �� w���.

The� � ��mo� �r��� a�d ����, “At�a�t��,” an� �� s���te� �c����in�.
Tha�’s ��en J����el ���� t�a� s�� ��d A�a� w��� �re���t ��� At�a�t�� ��s
t�e�� k���do�. The� ����d �e�t���e� P�s�i��� �n� i� l���e� �v�� a� J�r��
an� �� s���am�� ��ud��, t�e� J�r�� �en����ed ��� t���en� ��d �� �c�e���d
lo����. I wa�� t� ��� t�a� I �m ���s�i��� of ���t ��� go��� �n ��ro����ut
t�i� �n���e m����es����on, an� I �el� P���id�� ��l�i�g ����t�i�g �� �y �e�



ha��. I wa� �r���g �� �el� �h�� �h�� Po���do� ��d ���et���g �� �is ���d
an� I �o�l��’t �e��m��� w�a� w���o� h� ���ay� ��l�� �n� �he ����n �a�
t��in� �� s�� �om����n� a���t �i� t����n� �o w� ���e b��� p�i���n� �� m�
ha�� �n� �h��’s ��en J���� sa�� �h� ��id���. The� ��� m���i�n�� �he
fis�e� �n� J��eb�� �c��a��d ��e� l���e� �n� ��id,” No! Not �� fis�e�!” Jar��
t�e� m����on�� ��ar �� ��te� ��d �� �c�e���d �o ���d a�� I co����d a��
s�a� ��t �o��y, w�i�� s���.

The� �h� ���on ����, “My��ol���,” an� M�� s�i�, “Wha�?” an� ��
re����d, “Gre�� ��d Ro��� �y��ol���.” The� ��� c���an��� �t �o �� �n� i�
s��e�m�� a� w���. A�er ���s, Mom ����d i� �h��� �er� ��� Az�e� �r M��a�
de���s ���se�� �n� �h��e ��m��� be��� t� ��re�� ��d i� ��l��� t�e��
la����ge �� M�� in ���h ���e. Mom ���d �� �o b� ��i�� �n� �om���d�� i� t�
go ��� �ut �� �y ��o�d���e. I ho���t�� do�’t �e��m��� mu�� b���u�� t���e
wa� A L�� an� I �e�n A L�� of ����n� �ha� ��d� ��em���v�� �no�� �n�
we�� ��s� o��. So, I wi�� t��� y�u �� �h� o��� t��� I re���b��.

A�er ���s, an A���c�� �em�� ��id ���t �� �as ���r� �e���se �� ��
an���t�� �ha� ��d ���c��ra� ��� �t �a� p����d �o�n �� ��. The�, Jar��
as��� �f a�� Ir��� d��o�s ���� t�e��. The ����n �a��h�� a�d ���k� i� �
pe���c� I��s� a�c���. Jar�� ��d I ��ow ���t I ���no� �� �c�e�t� ��r ���
li�� �� me, so ���n �� �po�� �� an I���h ���en�, I wa� ��ffl�d a�� s���k��.
Mom �� J��ed ����d ��e d���� if �� ��me ���m ��� b�o��l��e ��d �� �a�d,
“Yes, t��o�g� ��r�i���.” So ��r�� a�d M�� ��ga� �� c��� it ��� a�d J����
me����ne� ��c�� c�a�m�, s�a�r���, an� ��l ��� s�uff �h�� �� as����at�� ��t�
Iri�� w���h����. Whe� �h�� ��s �a�t ���, so���h��� sa��, “Man, s�e ��s



t�e �h��� �****** g�o�� �n �e�.” Mom ���d �� �o b� ��i�� �n� a�k�� �h� e���
wa� �h���. Som� ���� �e�r�� �em�� �h�� i� �s���i�t�� �it� �h� B���s �a�
t�e�� b��a��� In�a��t� ��s ��il� �r����t �e���se �� �h� �i�k ���h
f�e���so��y. Thi� �� w���e Fr���a��n�� m��i��s��� an� M�� �s�e� h�� ��
go� �h���. It �a�� t��� an ����s�o� d�� �� an� �h� ���se ��� p���ed ���n.
So ��m ���t i� ��� an� �h�� ��me���n� ��ug��� �n� �o�n��� to ��� m���le ��
m� �or���a�. Jar�� ��ke� �h�� �� wa� ���n� a�d �� ��id ���t I���mi���� wa�
t�e�� w��� Sat����m a�� t��� t��� wa���d �� u�� m� �o� t���� ki��d��.
Mom ����, “No, s�e ��r��� t�e ��n���m o� G��!” The ����n �o� m�� ��d
sa��, “I wa�� h��! We w��� g�� �o h��. We c��’t ��ro��� t���o�s �� �i�r���g�
be����e s�� ��n’t �e� t��� b��a��� s�e’s �o� ��od ��� t���! But ��’l� fi�d a
wa� ��d ��� wi�� s���� us ��� w�’l� �es���y ���! I wa�� h��! I do�’t �a�t ���
se���n� Him! We w��� t� �e� h�� ��ca��� �he ���t� to ���v� Hi�!” Mom ���d
it �� �� qu��� a�d ���r��� to ���t �� o��. As�i�m����m �a� t���� as ���l ���
it ���� t�a� t�� ��t�e� h�� �� an� �� c�u��n’t �o ��t�� �e b���� t�e ��r�� a�d
it ��� c��� o�t �� �im. It a��� s�i� �� w���ed �� �� ge� ��r���y �o fi� �t ��
mo�� ��mo�� c���� ge� ��. I t�i�k ���t’s �o� S�t��i�m ���  Il�u��n��i
wa���d �� �es���y ��, bu� I’m �o� g����n� �ur���y �� fi� m� e��s. I’m �o��g ��
wa�� �� God’s �i��n� ��ca��� i� �s ���ay� ��r���t.

Out �� �h�� e�t��� �el����an��, t�e ��s� ��mo���l� �a�t ��� m� �a�
w�e� I t�i�k S����is� �� L�ci��� s���te� �� s���am, “No! The ��� �� God ��
he��! He’s �e��! No��!” I lo���� at M�� ��d ��e s���t�� �r�i�g ��� t���ke�
t�e L��d ��� be��� t���e. It �a� c���y ���a�s� ��e r��� �as ���d �� �ar�



si��� �t �a� c����y o����de, bu� �h�� �h� �e��n ���an �� ��l� �ha�, t�e ��n
be��� t� ��in� ��� t�e ���m �a� �l���in���� in ���h�. It �a� p���t� ��ol.

A�er ���t, I fe�� l���t�� a�d ���t�� �ha� I ��d ���or�. My ��ro�� ��r�
f�o� t�� �c��a��n� ��d �a�k��� �n� I �as �� �w�a��, bu� I ��l� ��od. I
t�a�k G�� �h�� �e d����er�� �� f�o� s� ���h ��at ���. It �e�t����y �a� �
da� �� r��e�b��!

Sep���b��? 2021
Thi� �� t�� �ec��� d��i��r���e t��� M�m �a� d��� o� m�. A�er ��

“fir��” de����ra���, Mom ��� b�e� ��k��� us ���n ��� co��� c���in�� �a�t���
o�t ���on�. I wa� �� s���ed ���n��e� s�� ��n�i���d i� ��d I �o��d ���ay�
ma�� �� ex���� no� �� d� i�. One ���, we ���� go��� t� ��e D�l��� Sto�� ��d
Mom ���� t�a� s�� ��n�e� t� �� �el����an�� �� us ��� �s�e� w��� s�� �o�l�
do ��. I to�� h�� �h�� I �id�’t ��ow ��� t��� ma��� s��e��m� �a��r.

Whe� �� g�� �ac�, I wa� ��t���g o� �y �e� �n� M�� wa� ��t���g o�
t�e ��c���g ��a�r. She ��� d��� he� �h��� a�d ����d �e �h�� ��s �o��g ��.
I to�� h�� ��t�i�g ��� s�� �a�d ���t I �a� �c���g �e��d �� �t�a�g� ���el�
an� ��n��� to ���w ���t �a� t�� ��t�e�. I be��� t� ��y a�� t��� h�� �ha�
I ju�� w����d �o ��l� ��t� �e�p��, li�� �y ���li��s, bu� I ��n’t �e���se ���y
ar� ���ki�� �b�u� �t�ff ���t I �a�� n� i��� i� �b�u� ��d I �a�� n���in� ��
sa� �� t���. I gu��� I wa� ���li�� l����y. Mom ��� h���in� �� b� �hi� ��m�
an� ��l� �� t�a� �t ��� ok�� �� I ha� ��t���g �o ��d �� �he�� ��n�e�s���o�
be����e t��� �re ���k��� ab��� �or��l��� s��ff.

She ���n ���ed, “Wha�’s �o�m����n� �y �a��h���?”



I wa� �r���g �� �et ��� d��o� s����, bu� �� w�u�� h���. I wa� �t����g
off �n�� �pa�� ��ca��� I �as ��y��� t� �e� t�� ��mo� ��n��e�t ��� t��
de��� w�u�� j��� g� �a�k ��� s�� �ot���g. A�er � ���le �� �t��i�g,
so���h��� fina��y ����fe���d. To b� ���es�, I do�’t �e��m��� w�a�
ma����s�e� fir�� so I’m �o��g �� �is� �h�� I ��me���r ���if����d a�� t���
te�� y�� ��at ���y ��i�: Mol���, Ba�l, Lil���, Lok�, In�e��r���, I t�i�k
Lon����es� ���, an� P�t�o�. I’m �o� s��� i� L�c��e� �r L��i��h�� �er� ���re
t�o��h.

Fro� �h�� I ��me���r (w�i�h ���’t �u�h), Mol��� m��i��s��� an�
s�a�t�� �� s��e�m, “I wa�� h��! I wa�� h�� ��bi��! I wa�� h�� ��bi��!”
Mom ���l�� a� t�� ��mo�, “No! Yo� c��’t �a�� h�� o� h�� ��bi��! I co���n�
yo� ��� Ba�l �� �om� �u� �� J�su�' na��!”

Mom ����d i� I�s����it� ��s ���re ��� �t �a�� y��. The� �h� ���ed ��
it ��� t�� �t�o�g���. It �a�� n�, Lok� ���. Lok� ���n �a��h�� a�d M��
as��� w�� it ��� s���l ��er�. Lok� ��i�, “Bec���e I ��n ���pe���� h�� i�t�
an��h��� s�� �an��. She ��� fit �� �it� �h� ���w� a�y���r�.” So ��m
co���n��� t�e� t� �� a�d, li�� ��s� �im�, it ���� o�t ��r�u�� s��e�m���
an� �p����n�.

The�� ��re ��� t��� we�� ��mo���l� a�� �n� o� �h�� ��s P��ho�.
A�er � ���on ���, I fe�� t���l� ��d �u�b �� �y ��is�� �n� ��n��, m� �ow��
ab����n, an� �y �e�k. I t�i�� t� �i�k �� � �is��� �ut �� ��r� �o b�� �� mo��.
I wa� �� s���ed ��� I to�� M�m, “It �u�t� �� m��e �y ���d�. I ca�’t �o��
t�e�.” My fi��er� ��r� ��ra���t��e� ��t a� �� �n��e �n� I �ri�� �� mo��
t�e�, bu� I ��s�’t a��� t�. Mom ���n ���ed, “Who �� ��us��� t��� to



ha���n?” I t�i�k �� ��ok � ���le, bu� �h�� �h� �e��n ��i�, “Py��on.” Mom
t�e� �s���, “Are ��� a�s� �� �y �o�h��?” Py��on ����, “Yes. It’s a ���s� a��
it ��� p���ed ���n.” Mom ���n ���r�e� t� ���ak ��� c���e �n� ��m�a�d
Py��on �� ��. A�er���d, ev���t���g �e�t ���t��.

Oh �e��! Bef��� I �or���, I wa���d �� �en���� t�a� �n���er ����n
ma����s�e� t��� I d��’t �e��m��� t�e ��m� �u� I r����be� �h�� �� sa��.
It �a��, “Her ���n���t�e� c����d �e�!” I wa� ��y��� s�o�k��, bu� ��t
su��r����. We �l� �n�� �ha� �h� ���on ��� t���in� ���ut �� Gra��m�
Mor�� ��ca��� �e �l� �n�� �ow ��� �s a�� I’ve ���d M�� �ev���� ti��� t���
Gra��m� ��u�d ���� at �� ��t� a ���k ��at ��� s���y a�� s����ha� ���l.
Bec���e �� t���, I k�e� s�� ��d�’t �i�� m�. So w��� t�� �em�� ��id ���d�
ma�� ��n�e ��d ��� be����ab��.

The ����r �e��r���e p��� w�� �he� ��m���in� ��s ���ki�� �n
Spa���h �� �y �e��. I to�� M�m ���t i� ��n��� to ���� in S����s� �o s��
to�� m� �� �et ���m. Mom ���t ���in� �h� ��� t�e�� �n� �om����n� fi�al��
sa��, “An�e�t���.” Mom ����, “An�e�t���. Tha�’s �o� t�� ��me �� � �em��.
Who ��� �o�?” Som����n� �o�k ��e� �n� ��id, “I’m �e� �n���to�,” t�e� s��
s�a�t�� �� c��. She ����, “My �u�b��� m��e �� k��� m� �ab�,” an� �h� ���ed
ha���r ���e b�� ��ar� ��r� �a�l��� �n� e��r��h���. Mom ����, “Do y�� �a�t
God �� ��r�i�� y�u?” She ����, “Yes.” So I t���k M�� �ad ��� �s� Go� t�
fo���v� �e� f�� ��l�i�g ��� b��� an� �� g�. Mom ���n ���ye� �h�� G�� wo���
fil� �he ���� of ���r� ��at ����s�o� w��. Lat��, I to�� M�m ���s �a�� s���e
be����e B�b ����on ����d �a�k ���u� s����hi�� l��� �hi� ��p���in� ��d
wo��� h��e ��s�� �he�� �h� �e�s��’s a���s��� wo��� b� i� �h� ��� of ���



de����ra��� �n� �e w���� ge� �h�� �u� �f ��� wa�. I to�� h�� �h�� I �el� ��k�
I di��’t �a�� m� �ho�� ��ul �� �y���f. Lik� ���et���g ��� t�e�� �n� a ��r�
of �� ��d �o��d ���ib�� �� f�o� f���y ���ki�� w��� t�� Lo�d. Now I ���� wa�
be���r ��� li�� I’m a�� m�.

I k�o� I m����on�� �h�� Li��t� ��s ��er� ��� it ���, bu� I ��n’t
re���b�� �ha� �� s�i� ��d I ��ow ���r� �e�� �t�e�s �� ��s �i�g���, bu�
ob���u�l�, I do�’t �e��m��� t�e� ��t�e�.

To m��� a ��n� �t��� s�o�t, I fe�� ��y �e�t�� ��d �a�p���. I t�a�k
God ��� d��i��r��� me ��� f�� u��n� �� to ���p �� Mom ��� m� �ib���g� �re�
as ���l.


